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�����Friday the 13th could 
turn out to be a lucky 
day for both Ham Radio 
HF operators as well as 
astrophotographers.  
     A photogenic scene 
is developing on the 
sun's northeastern limb, 
where a magnetic thicket 
of hot plasma is rising 
into view. The Solar and 
Heliospheric Observa-
tory (SOHO) made this 
photo on Nov. 13th: 
showing a swelling limb-
glow which is preceding 
the approach of sunspot 
1029, the biggest and 

most active sunspot of the year. Sunspot 1029 spent the past two weeks transiting the 
farside of the sun, invisible from Earth, but now it is about to reappear.  
     Friday the 13th kicked off a 2- to 3-day photo-op as the sun's rotation slowly turns 
the active region back toward Earth. HF DXers should be on the alert for an increase 
in activity in the 10 and 12 meter bands over the weekend. 
      —SpaceWeather.com 13Nov09 
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