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Verticals, Pro and Con . . . July GARS Program

Everything you always wantedtoknow about verti cal antennas. .|.

program scheduled for the July 15th monthly meeting of the Gainesville Amateur Radio Society. The
presenter will beDavid Birge, WBOUYK, someone who has experienced the trials and tribulations
of 6going vertical 6,

Why a vertical in the first place? Space? Likes the sound cfmade noise? In need of a flagpole?
What kind of vert? Half, quarter or fiveighth wave? A Navy wave? And then on to the big question for
every O6vertical eer 6, rpalyseed? Roar?Eight? b20? Aftea gktiting these d ¢
answers does one get a 6store boughtd I|ike a
stuff cobbled together from junk found lying around... or does he buy it from a hardware store? Thesq
and many more of your vertically associated questions will be answered 7:30 p.m. Wednesddy, July

Field Day 20MNu;cl edTh e aR dsatr
Shannon Boal, K4GLM

This Field Day found us at the end of a dirt “”"'!
road under a medieval style teriarl, KI4OXD * ¥

and Janet, KJ4ABXK Sloan kindly hosted the -
event at their home QTH. We used no existing
facilities. :

We had very little publicity and used no fancy |
public safety vehicles or equipment. (We did hav¢
Porta-Potties!) Our circumstances this year were
dictated by coinciding factors of economic down-
turn and everybody having schedule conflicts

Since money is tight we did not ask Alachua
County to pay overtime necessary for our use of
tower trailers and mobile communications vehi-
cles. While we all know the economy is bad, it is
hard to understand the scheduling conflicts. Why
DO people get married in June?

So our theme this year looked at an emer-
gency communications event after a big war. We
operated far away from any cities and under a liv
oak tree. These trees can survive where others
would not. The Society for Creative Anachronisiy SSG—_—_—_—
kindly loaned us several medieval style tents, an (u—
United Rent Al filled in the gaps with cooking
equipment. Mosquitoes can survive war too but
these were mercifully absent!

We fielded first a self contained solar sta-
tion effort with Jeff, Joelle and Lois Schwartz .
They arrived first and strung a long wire and a .
pavilion next to their car; QRV in no time flat. Top -Medieval Tent
Lois made contacts on ten twenty and eighty =~ Mid-KI4VTH -K4GLM
meters while trying to out score her mom, Joelle.solar Panel pwr supply
Big Kudos to this team. Bt L -t AI4YC and

(Continued page 12) KI4VTH
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A Treatise on the Importance of Smokefi Joseph Lucas

(Ed. Note i The following humor piece was supposedly written by British industrialist and entrepreneur
Joseph Lucas, the founder of Lucas Electronics. It comes to us via W4GJ and the AAOMZ home page
(http://www.mikezulu.com/). Although Lucas (18421903) died more than a century ago, his contention

=, that Osmoke is the key to all things electricald lIJives
e 6Smoke Testdd. I f youdve ever owned a Lucas automq@tive
Lucas _Tvs graphs that follow. Hopefully you will also gain an appreciation for dry British humor and their ability to
laugh atthemselvesie speci al ly when itds truel! Enjoy.)
All electrical components and wiring harnesses depend on RGTR.
proper circuit functioning, which is the transmission of charged ior / WO
by retention of the visible s \)\ egtat
Smoke is the thing that makes i cui

fooled by scientists and engineers talking about excited electrons &> )!
the like. Smoke is the key to all things electrical. '

NS

W e know this to be true because every time one lets the smc
out of an electrical circuit, it stops working. This can be verified re¥”
peatedly through empirical testing. For example, if one places a I
copper bar across the terminals of a battery, prodigious quantities
smoke are liberated and the battery shortly ceases to function. In
addition, if one observes smoke escaping from an electrical comg
nent such as a Lucas voltage regulator, it will also be observed tf._..
the component no longer functions.

The logic is elementary and inescapable! The function of the wiring harness is to conduct smdke
from one device to another. When the wiring harness springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of tije
system, nothing works right afterward.

Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some time largely
because they regularly released large quantities of smoke from the electrical system.

It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone to electrical
leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts. Experts point out that this is becauge
Lucas is British, and all things British leak. British engines leak oil, British shock absorbers, hydraufic
forks, and disk brake systems leak fluid, British tires leak air and British Intelligence leaks national
defense secrets.

Therefore,it follows that British electrical systems must leak smoke. Once again, the logic
clear and inescapable.

[

Sometimes/ou may miss the component releasing the smoke that makes your electrical
system function correctly, but if you sniff around you can often find the faulty component by the un
deniable and telltale smoke smell. Sometimes this is a better indicator than standard electrical test
performed with a vokohm meter.

IN conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical energy in the form of smoke pro
vides a clear and logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical components and why they fail.

OtheroeLucasismsé frormll fanee Sqoaotes HMumaor(http:/iferemnes)

The Lucas motto: "Get home before dark."

Lucas denies having invented darkness. But they still claim "sudden, unexpected darkness"
Lucas-inventor of the first intermittent wiper.

Lucas-inventor of the seldimming headlamp.

The threeposition Lucas switchDIM, FLICKER and OFF. The other three switch settir@§IOKE,
SMOLDER and IGNITE.
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