
Dinner  

 

Donõt miss the fantastic Christmas din-

ner to be held at Ironwood Golf 

Course.  This will be the last time in 

2008 that we will be able to get to-

gether and share the wild antenna sto-

ries, while eating the delicious menu 

that Mary Stewart has arranged 

through PJõs. 

Our thanks to Mary for all of the time 

she has worked to make this the best 

dinner ever.   

 

 

 

 

MENU 

  Boneless turkey breast with  

             stuffing 

            Cranberry sauce 

            Mashed potatoes and gravy 

            Salad 

            Green bean almandine 

            Cobbler 

            Ice tea                                                                           

  coffee 

 

Membership Dues  

Dues for 2009 are being collected 

by Pete Winters, Treasurer. 

                                 Merry Christmas     

     We are off to a great start with GARS this year, 

as far as Ham Programs are concerned.  So far, the 

following programs are scheduled for the following 

months.  
     In January , Walt will be discussing Repeaters.  

Then in February , Jeff Capehart will be giving us a 

program on ARES/RACES.  In March , Pete , our 

illustrious treasurer steps up to the plate with his 

program, which escapes me now  But that is what 

happens when you get old.  

     April , Ray Forrester will be going over the fine 

points of the Hamfest.  In May, Warren will be 

discussing DXing and he may just give away some of 

his well kept secrets.  Kerry  should be real inter-

ested in this presentation. In June, Shannon will 

be talking to us about the Field Day, as well as, his 

plans and needs for the event.   

      In July, I will be showing the members of the 

club how to construct a G5RV antenna. It will be a 

demo miniature. 

     In August , David  will be comparing and 

contrasting some very sophisticated antennas 

for the group. This one should really be inter-

esting.  In September, Earl will be building a 2 

meter antenna that can be used just about any-

where.  Last but not least in October, Shan-

non will be giving a seminar on the finer points 

of soldering  
     November  will be Elections  and in De-

cember  will have the Christmas Party . A 

couple of fail safes have been built into the Club 

meeting programs.  One is in December; Waltõs 

program will be mentioned as the program for 

January.  If for some reason Walt is unable to 

put on his program Jeff will put on a back up 

program and Waltõs program will be in Febru-

ary.  Basically, all programs will be printed in the 

GARSMOUTH the month before they are going 

to be presented.  
           (2009 GARS Programs Page 2)  
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Calendar of Events  

GARS Meeting  

December16, 2008  

Holiday Dinner  

Ironwood Golf Course  

2100 NE 39th Avenue,  

Gainesville  

 

Ham Radio Exams  

Saturday, Feb 7ñ1:00 PM 

SFCC Rm. P-144 

 

ARES Meeting  

Monday, Dec. 15, 2009  

6 pm Alachua EOC  
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HF Vertical Ground Systems ExperimentsñRudy Stevens, N6LF 

     Over the years I have talked a lot about ground systems for HF verticals. Most of what 

I have said comes from modeling and calculations of my own and experimental work of 

others most of which was for LF or MF broadcast applications.  Other than the QST arti-

cles by Sevick many years ago and the CQ articles by Arch Doty, there has been little 

experimental work reported in amateur literature which could be used to judge the valid-

ity of NEC modeling and whether it can actually tell us something that's real for HF verti-

cals.  Beginning about a year ago I set up a test range in my pasture and began a series of 

careful experiments on HF verticals with various ground systems including some with ele-

vated radials.  Two results stand out.  First the NEC prediction that a few elevated radials 

can be as efficient as a large number of ground radials seems to be correct at least at my 

site with the test antennas I used.  See experiment 3 The second interesting item is that 

using only a few long radials can result in much higher ground losses than the same radials 

shortened.  In the past I have often said that a few long radials might be a waste of copper 

but were harmless.  Not so! Experiments 4 and 5 are related to this. I also ran some ex-

periments with the 40m+ version of the SteppIR vertical.  My particular interest was de-

veloping a ground system that was effective from 40m through 10m.  That work is re-

ported in experiment 6.  Some obvious ground systems don't work all that well I have 

written up my experiments in a series of reports.  Nothing formal just a review of the 

experiment, the results and some comments.  

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_1.pdf 

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_2.pdf 

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_3.pdf 

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_4.pdf 

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_5.pdf 

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_6.pdf 

     Separate from the reports I have written up a detailed description of the test arrang-

ments and instrumentation:  http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/

antenna_ground_system_test_setup.pdf   I suggest you read the test setup description 

first so you can follow the experiment reports which do not contain all the test setup 

details.  ñ N6LF 

      The backup program will be the following monthõs presenter. It will be the presenterõs responsi-

bility to notify his backup if he cannot put on his program at his scheduled time.   

      We also have several possible programs waiting in the wings, for example: 

       Warren is working on a program with a member of the Tampa FCC.   

       Rosemary is working on a possible FEMA program.   

       Jerry is considering putting on a program called Islands in the Air.   

       I would also like to see Jim Carr demonstrate electronic kit building.  
     Well, it looks like there is a lot on the GARS plate for 2009. Thanks to all of you who volun-

teered. -  Ed, KE6HNN  

http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_1.pdf
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_2.pdfhttp:/www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_2.pdfhttp:/www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_2.pdfhttp:/www.antennasbyn6lf.com/file
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_3.pdf
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_4.pdf
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_5.pdf
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_experiment_6.pdf
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_test_setup.pdf
http://www.antennasbyn6lf.com/files/antenna_ground_system_test_setup.pdf


 

Regularly Scheduled Events 

EC Column Dec. 2008  

 

Alachua ARES®/RACES appoints new Assistant Emergency Coordinators 

(AECôs) 

 

At the November ARES® meeting, some frank discussions were held re-

garding organization, leadership, event coordination, and training 

programs in our group.  Only a few core members have been regularly 

attending, and these are also mainly the same hams who participate 

in the public service events.  

 

To boost member involvement in running the group, I have empowered 

several of our core members with Assistant Emergency Coordinator 

(AEC) roles for specific functions within the group.  The roles and 

new AECs are as follows:  

 AEC for Special Events  Gary Hunt, KF4QEX  

 AEC for Training   Susan Halbert, KG4VWI  

 AEC for Web/Internet   Allan West, WA4JD  

 

I ask each member to work with these individuals as needed to help 

them be successful.  With everyoneôs help and participation, 2009 

will be a terrific year for Alachua ARES®.  

 

So far this year, we have had very successful ARES® nets on the re-

peater every Thursday at 8:00 p.m. averaging 14 members checking in.  

No net was held on Thanksgiving, and no nets will be held on Christ-

mas Day or New Yearôs Day. 

 

Future trainings at ARES® meetings are planned to be more hands - on 

and interactive with real - life simulated drills and exercises, in-

cluding skills for learning how to design, make, fix, and use equip-

ment.                      (Continued on back page)  

GARS Sunday evening rag -chew net  

Sundays, 8:30 PM. K4GNV Repeater 146.22/82 

   Net Controls: Nick, K4NIK; Ken, KE4SLK; Ray, W4YTC. 
 

Alachua County Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) net  

Thursdays, 8:00 PM.  K4GNV Repeater 146.22/82 

   Primary Net Controls: Allan,WA4JD; Mike,K4MPL; Earl,KI4OXD and Jeff, W4UFL 

   Secondary Net Controls: Chuck, K1OM  and Susan, KG4VWI  
 

Suwannee District Emergency Preparedness Net                                                                      

Thursday, 8:30 PM. K4GNV Repeater 146.22/82  

   Net Control: Richard, KG4CHW, D.E.C 
 

GARS Saturday Breakfasts, 1st and 3rd Saturdays each month  

7:30 a.m. 43rd St. Deli and Breakfast house, 4401 NW 25th Place (off 43rd St.), Gainesville 

    Good food, Good Fellowship, Lots of Ham radio chatter. ALL WELCOME. COME JOIN US. 

 

QCWA Quarter Century Wireless Association  

4th Monday each Month, 6:30 PM, Shoneys, 3857 SW Archer Road, Gainesville 

 

Emergency Coordinatorõs Report  Jeff  Capehart, W4UFL 
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ITEMS FOR SALE  

EVENTS 

Have You 

Thought 

About Up-

grading Your 

License 

Class? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ñ W4FDA Photo 

              

               My new ôtower manõ. He works for peanuts and birdseed. - 

  

 

 Bell (Gilchrist Co. ARES)  147.285+  PL 123.0 

Chiefland    147.390+  PL 123.0 

Ft. McCoy             147.360+  PL 123.0 

Gainesville (GARS)   146.820-   PL 123.0 

Gainesville (GARS)   146.985-  

Gainesville (GARC ð UF)  146.910- 

KB4HF Repeater   147.375+ 

K4EAC Memorial Sta. (SFC)  146.790- 

High Springs   145.470- 

Keystone Heights (KF4EHP/KF4DRU)  145.130- 

Lake City    145.490- 

Lake City    146.940+  PL 123.0 

Ocala    147.330+  PL 123.0 

Ocala    146.970-  PL 123.0 

Ocala    145.170+  PL 123.0 

Starke (ARC-BA)   145.150- 

Gainesville (GARS)       224.160- 

Gainesville (GARS)   444.925+ 

Photo of  the Month 

Area Repeaters 
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President     Earl Sloan  KI4OXD           ki4oxd@gmail.com 

Vice-President   Ed Peritore KE6HNN           edjohnperry@windstream.net 

Secretary   Cathy Peritore KI4UJE       peritore32615@windstream.net 

Treasurer    Pete Winters KF4QEV   bugmeister@yahoo.com 

Editor    Warren Croke NW4C                 nw4c@cox.net 

Chief VE ARRL  Jerry Stewart KR4E                                 kr4e@arrl.net 

Director-Repeater Trustee Walt Johnston W4TKE             w4tke@gator.net 

Director   Shannon Boal             K4GLM                        rboal@alachuasheriff.org  

Director   Jeff Capehart W4UFL                 w4ufl@arrl.net 

Director   Randy Kerr KD4KHO                             kd4kho@arrl.net 

Director   Janet Holman-Sloan KJ4BXK          holman@ece.ufl.edu 

MEETING SCHEDULE  
GARS regular meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM local time at the AvMed Build-

ing, 4300 NW 89th Blvd., Gainesville. All interested in Amateur Radio are welcome to attend the meetings.  

 
COPY DEADLINE  

Two weeks prior to the meeting date. Editor may accept, reject, edit, delete or add to any copy submitted. Opin-

ions & views expressed in this newsletter are those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect opinions or poli-

cies of GARS or its members.  

 

ARRL & QST  
When members join ARRL via the club treasury at regular rates, GARS receives a discount bonus for its treasury. 

All ARRL members receive QST as part of their membership.  

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, ROSTERS, CORRECTIONS  
Cathy Peritore, KI4UJE, 343 Turkey Creek, Alachua, FL 32615        

Email: peritore32615@windstream.net 

Telephone (352) 375-4386 
 

MATERIAL FOR GARS MOUTH  

Warren Croke, NW4C, 4092 NW 23 Circle, Gainesville, FL 32605 

e-mail: nw4c@cox.net 

Telephone: (352) 378-0935 
 

TESTING.UPGRADING.LICENSING  

Jerry Stewart, KR4E, 7803 NE 49th Terrace, Gainesville, FL  32609-1135  

E-mail: kr4e@arrl.net   

December Gainesville ARRL VE Team Report  

 

Congratulations to all the candidates! 

NOTICE :   ARRL has increased the test fee to $15 effective January 1, 2009. 

 
We had six successful candidates at our test session on Saturday, December 6th.  We had three pass 

technician, two pass technician & general, and one upgrade to extra. 

   
Thanks to VEõs:   Allan West/WA4JD, Herb Kleinman/K4HMK, Laura Kleinman/K4LRK, 

Bob Lightner/W4GJ, Daniel Boone/KF4DRU, and Mary Stewart/NI4O for their help at this 

exam session. 

 
The next scheduled exam session will be held on Saturday, February 7th at 1:00 pm at Santa Fe Col-

lege.  For more information or to pre-register for an exam or upgrade, contact Jerry Stewart  at 

352-336-8065 or kr4e@arrl.net 

 

Jerry Stewart, KR4E  

Gainesville Amateur Radio Society 

From the Volunteer Examining Team  Jerry Stewart 

Support GARS 

get involved in 

your club! 
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